
THANK YOU FOR PRAYING FOR A PRIEST EACH DAY!

A PRAYER FOR PRIESTS
O Jesus, Eternal High Priest, live in (name of priest), act in him, speak in and 
through him. Think your thoughts in his mind, love through his heart. Give 
him your own disposition and feelings. Teach, lead and guide him always. 
Correct, enlighten and expand his thoughts and behavior. Possess his soul, 
take over his entire personality and life. Replace him with yourself. Incline 
him to constant adoration and thanksgiving; pray in and through him. Let him 
live in you and keep him in this intimate union always.

O Mary, Immaculate Conception, Mother of Jesus and Mother of priests, pray 
and intercede for (.....). Amen.

Dear Father Bill Cosgrove,
This donation is to help the Fraternity of Priests in continuing their work of ministering to priests.

 $10    $25    $50    $100    Other $_________

The Fraternity of Priests pledge of financial accountability: We take very seriously the trust you put in us when 
you send a gift. We stand accountable before God and you to honor that trust. We pledge: To use your gift care-
fully and wisely, and not to ask for money that is not needed.

Please cut and return this form with your donation.

Fraternity of Priests, Inc.
Franciscan University

Steubenville, OH 43952-9671
Phone: (740) 283-4400
Fax: (740) 283-3622

Email: contact@fraternityofpriests.org
http://www.fraternityofpriests.org

Do you know anyone who would like 
to receive our Newsletter?

(Please print legibly)

Name     

Street     

City, State and Zip    
Priestly Pedigree 

My Recruitment into the Fraternity of Priests: A Case Study in Intergenerational Bonds
 By Father Ben Hasse of the Marquette, MI Fraternity

I asked myself the question, 
“When did my involvement with the 
Fraternity of Priests (FOP) begin?” 
and the answer surprised even me! 
The journey began long before I got 
anywhere near a seminary. My very 
brief stint as an altar server occurred 
when I was a 3rd grader in a Catholic 
school. I was trained by Fr. Darryl 
Pepin, who regularly celebrated our 
school Masses even when I moved to 
the other building in grade 4. While 
I didn’t get to know him well at that 
point, I was left with the positive 
impression of a happy priest (with 
an amazing voice!). Then, in the 
summer of 1993, Fr. Larry Van 
Damme was newly ordained for the 
Diocese of Marquette and assigned 
to my home parish, St. Mary and St. 
Joseph as the Parochial Vicar. I was 
15 and about to enter my sophomore 
year of high school. Up to that point, 
I do not remember meeting a young, 
newly-ordained priest, full of energy, 
faith, and joy. My Catholic friends 
and I were impressed and drawn to 
Fr. Larry’s faith and enthusiasm. He 
gave me my first Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, which made a deep 
impression on me, and he encouraged 
a number of us to consider the 
priesthood. After a pizza feast at my 
friend Mike’s home, a group of us 
went up the road to meet then Fr. 
Michael Steber (now Monsignor). 
These encounters and friendships 

would take years to mature (I would 
not enter seminary until 10 years 
later). However, they began to plant 
seeds of an image of the priesthood 
that was positive and attractive.

This article is entitled Priestly 
Pedigree. By that I mean the chain 
of influence and witness that leads a 
man to openly consider a call to the 
priesthood. Nothing is more powerful 
in the promotion of vocations to the 
priesthood than a joyful, prayerful, 
faithful priest who is willing to 
personally invite men to follow Christ 
in the priesthood. Not surprisingly, 
priests like this are often connected! 
From the time I entered college, the 
priest who had the most impact on 
me was Fr. Joe Gouin. He was the 
pastor at the parish my parents had 
moved to about the time I graduated 
from high school. I like to ponder 
this chain of priestly witness: Fr. 
Joe Gouin had been a witness and 
guide to Msgr. Michael Steber in 
the late 70’s and early 80’s before 
he entered seminary. In the late 80’s, 
then newly-ordained Msgr. Michael 
had been a witness and guide to Fr. 
Larry Van Damme before he entered 
seminary, and as a seminarian he 
would work closely with Fr. Darryl 
Pepin who was vocation director and 
his internship pastor as a seminarian 
and deacon. In the early 90’s, then 
newly-ordained Fr. Larry had been a 
witness and guide to me! Sometimes 

I joke that in generational terms Fr. 
Larry is my priestly father, Monsignor 
Michael my priestly grandfather, and 
Fr. Joe my priestly great-grandfather! 
(I’m not quite sure that I’ve put it in 
exactly those terms to Fr. Joe, who at 
75 is still a very active pastor!) And to 
further enrich the chain of grace, I have 
come to consider all four of these men 
as mentors and friends. Three of them 
are members of my Fraternity of Priests 
(FOP) chapter! Truly the Lord has 
worked through these relationships, 
offering me a vision of faithful and 
joyful priestly life and ministry.

Of course this description of 
vocational influence is anecdotal. 
There is a far more complex web of 
relationships involved, as well as 
many other fine priests who helped 
and encouraged me in my faith and 
discernment long before I reached 
the grounds of Mundelein Seminary. 
Nonetheless, these relationships 
were absolutely key for me. It is 
hard for me to imagine myself as 
a practicing Catholic, much less a 
priest, without them.

While as a seminarian, Fr. Larry and 
Msgr. Michael invited me to participate 
in the twice-monthly gatherings of 
our FOP chapter. The shared prayer, 
fellowship, and camaraderie of those 
gatherings gave me a strong sense of the 
band of brothers which I was preparing 
to join. It was a source of hope and 

...continued on page 3   
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Dear Friends of the Priesthood

Monthly Donation Budget: $4,750.00

Actual Donations: $4,850.00
Budget Surplus (shortage):   $ 100.00                

Current as of  January 31, 2012.

Fraternity Financial Report

Lent is in full swing. This is the 
year in which we will be using 
cycle C of the lectionary for 

our Lenten Sunday readings. Each of the 
Lectionary Cycles has something unique. 
Cycle C contains my favorite gospel passage-
The Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32). During 
Cycle C, this parable appears twice: once 
in the daily readings and also on the Fourth 
Sunday of Lent.

This rich passage has inspired countless 
books and paintings. Fr. Henri Nouwen, a 
great spiritual writer of the twentieth century, 
brought thousands of people to a new and 
deeper understanding of this parable through 
his book The Return of the Prodigal, a 
meditation on Rembrandt’s great painting of 
the Prodigal Son. One of my happy memories 
as a priest was using this book as a Lenten 
meditation with a men’s group of 30 at a 
previous assignment. Besides Nouwen, Neal 
Lozano wrote a book entitled The Older 
Brother Returns (1995) and the German 
theologian Helmut Thielicke wrote a book 
on the parables of Jesus entitled The Waiting 
Father (1957). Timothy Keller, a Presbyterian 
pastor from New York, recently prepared a 
book/DVD program called The Prodigal God.

One can view this parable from the 
perspective of the prodigal son, the elder 
brother or the waiting Father. Each perspective 
offers great richness. I encourage you to spend 
some time with this parable and perhaps one 
of the resources I mentioned above. This 
Lent I have placed the Rembrandt picture in 
front of the altar as a point of focus for our 
parish Lenten journey. I will also be using 
Timothy Keller’s book, DVD and six week 
discussion guide with my parishioners. A 
common theme among each of these writers’ 
reflections is this: each Christian is to move 
from being a prodigal son or elder brother to 
becoming the all-loving, compassionate and 
forgiving Father.

Last month Pope Benedict XVI 
surprised the world by announcing his 
resignation. Though historic in nature, it is 
not unprecedented. The courage and humility 
of our Holy Father has raised him to a new 
level of admiration by the Church’s flock. 

One of the objectives for the Fraternity 
of Priests is to inform our donors about 
the ongoing financial health and details 
of the organization.  We’re providing this 
information to help communicate our 
specific need and to thank those many 
faithful benefactors who help make our 
service possible.  Thank you! 

One person 
commented 
t h a t  h e  i s 
keenly aware 
of the fact that 
“it’s not about 
me” in  the 
office of Peter, 
but the Petrine 
office itself.

I  d o 
n o t  k n o w 
whether the 
conclave will 
be completed 
before  you 
receive this newsletter. So much is needed 
for the Church in these times and so much 
required (and expected) from our next Holy 
Father. PRAY that the Holy Spirit move upon 
the Cardinals and our new Holy Father.

In these Lenten days let us offer our 
prayers, fasting and almsgiving for the 
advancement of the gospel and the fostering 
of the “new evangelization”. In this Year of 
Faith, may the next Pope become a sign of 
hope for all people. Empowered by the Holy 
Spirit, may he lead us to evangelizing and re-
evangelizing the world!

Have a blessed and fruitful Lent.
Fraternally,

Editor’s Box:

Please send articles, 
comments, and 

 photos to the  FOP 
Newsletter editor,   
Fr. Bob Franco via  

e-mail at   
editor@fraternityofpriests.org  
or fax to 440-327-2204.  

Newsletter material from 
all Fraternity members is 
gratefully accepted. Any 
submissions will help make 
each issue better!
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Please send us your prayer intentions:______________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

encouragement in my formation and 
discernment. In the seminary, I began 
to perceive that presbyterates were 
often sharply divided by competition 
or outright hostility. My experience in 
our FOP chapter helped me to see that 
this was not inevitable or necessary!

This  i s  a  sens i t ive  i s sue . 
However, I think it is an area that 
needs to be prayerfully explored. 
We want to be open to the Lord’s 
healing and guidance. The Church 
has passed through a great deal 
of tumult and turmoil during the 
past 50 years, along with the rest 
of society. This has often been 
felt in tension between various 
generations of priests. The Enemy 
has wreaked havoc on priestly 
fraternity in many dioceses. Priests 
from different generations can tend 
to look upon one another with a 
certain suspicion and hostility. 
My conversations with our oldest 
living brothers, men ordained in the 
1940’s and 1950’s, makes it clear 
that this is not a new phenomenon. 
Yet perhaps it has been particularly 
bitter in recent decades. Cultural 
differences have added a new depth. 
Priests not only differ in leadership 
style or personality, but even on 
fundamental matters of faith and 
discipline. At bare minimum, it 
seems that different generations 
have of ten looked upon each 
other as differing in fundamental 
matters. As a seminarian, I too 
easily engaged in that favorite 
seminarian pastime of opining on 
the actions and decisions of bishops 
and pastors. My opinion began 
to change when I began to have 
some pastoral experience myself. 
My conversations and prayer with 
the members of our FOP chapter, 

...continued from page 1   involving men ordained in the 
1960’s through the 2000’s, began to 
create concrete understanding and 
empathy with the widely varying 
experiences, training, and struggles 
that each generation had faced, as 
well as the strong sense of common 
purpose and faith.

Fr. Larry was my pastor in my 
first assignment after ordination, 
and Msgr. Michael has been my 
spiritual director since ordination, so 
the web of relationships continues. 
I am some months away from my 
fourth anniversary as a priest, and by 
God’s grace (or sense of humor), I am 
pastor of two parishes and a mission 
since this past July. The difficult 
decisions that a pastor faces are no 
longer theoretical. They are part of 
each day’s work! Not surprisingly, 
the ease with which I judged my 
elder brothers as a seminarian is 
embarrassing to me in retrospect. My 
eagerness for our fraternity meetings 
each month has only increased. 
That afternoon and evening form an 
oasis of fraternal encouragement, 
laughter, prayer, and discussion. At 
the western tip of our large diocese 
I typically drive from 70 to 160 
miles one-way to get to a meeting. 
However, it is always worthwhile.

What conclusions could be drawn 
from these anecdotes? Our FOP chapter 
currently includes 7 members ordained 
before 1994, and 4 members ordained 
after 2006. It certainly bridges the 
generational divide demographically. 
In the last two years we have had 
the regular participation of 3 of our 
seminarians. A number of others have 
visited the group. While there are 
certainly a range of perspectives and 
experiences in the group, this variety 
seems to enrich our conversations 
more than cause tension. The time we 

Fr. Ben Hasse is a member of the 
Fraternity from Marquette, MI.

spend together allows us to interact 
with each other as individuals and 
brothers, rather than as symbolic 
representatives of another generation. 
Our mutual sharing helps us grow. 
Every meeting seems to involve a 
good deal of reminiscing as well as 
discussion of current challenges.

I find the FOP to be a source 
of grace and encouragement. It 
strengthens me to live out my 
priesthood in an authentic way. 
The Fraternity helps shape the kind 
of priests who naturally attract 
vocations: faith-filled, joyful, 
enthusiastic. Furthermore, Fr. Larry 
and Msgr. Michael were pro-active 
and intentional in inviting me to 
experience Fraternity meetings while 
I was still a seminarian. This helped 
in my seminary life. It also paved 
the way for me to become an active 
member of the Fraternity upon 
ordination. Their personal invitation 
was key.

I praise and thank the Lord for 
His mercy to me through so many 
people especially my brother priests. I 
am deeply grateful for the service and 
witness of brother priests who helped 
me to hear God’s call to the priesthood, 
and in particular to the members of 
my FOP chapter who encourage me 
from month to month. As our Church 
continues to confront the wounds of 
division and distrust, even within our 
presbyterates, the intergenerational 
brotherhood found in my Fraternity of 
Priests group has helped these wounds 
for me. FOP spans the generational 
gaps. May God continue to abundantly 
anoint the work of the Fraternity of 
Priests with His Holy Spirit!


